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Cylinder Action, Double Acting

A double acting cylinder compresses gas on the instroke and outstroke of the piston. This requires suction and 
discharge valves on both ends (head end and crank end) of the cylinder.

As gas is being compressed in the head end on the outstroke, gas is entering the cylinder on the crank end, with 
the process reversed on the instroke.

Figure: Double Acting Cylinder
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