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Cylinder Action, Tandem

Tandem cylinders are two cylinders on the same throw. The inboard cylinder may be the high pressure or low 
pressure cylinder, and is single acting on the crank end only. The outboard cylinder may also be the high pressure 
or low pressure cylinder, and is single acting on the head end only.

Tandem cylinders are used to allow two stages of compression on a single throw. Since they are two single acting 
cylinders, flow rates are smaller than double acting cylinders.  

Figure: Tandem Cylinder, High Pressure Cylinder 
Outboard

Figure: Tandem Cylinder, High Pressure Cylinder 
Inboard
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